
Index Summit 6 
How unique upside potential and downside 
protection can lead to great results

 It pays to keep things simple.®



A new solution for growth and protection 

Today’s market may have you looking for new ways to grow and protect 
your clients’ assets. Registered index-linked annuities generally offer 
three ways to balance growth and protection:

 h Cap and floor
 h Cap and buffer
 h Upside and downside participation rates

The Index Summit 6® from Great American Life® offers strategies with 
competitive upside participation rates and a 50% downside participation 
rate. This means your clients can participate in positive index performance 
while assuming only half the risk of index downturns each term.

As you decide which type of registered index-linked annuity could be best 
for your clients, consider the following examples, which compare the 
hypothetical performance of three annuities: Index Summit 6, an annuity 
with a cap and floor, and an annuity with a cap and buffer.

Please see the back of this brochure for important information about the examples shown. A different set of assumptions would lead to 
different results, which could vary significantly from the strategy returns shown above.

For producer use only. Not for use in sales solicitation.
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An upside participation rate 
means clients realize a  
percentage of index gains.

A downside participation 
rate means clients incur a 
percentage of index losses.

A floor sets a 
limit on losses A buffer allows clients to avoid 

losses up to a certain amount, 
but they’re on the hook for any 
remaining index losses.

Index Summit 6 
with upside & downside par. rates

80% upside par. rate 
50% downside par. rate

Annuity  
with cap and floor

12% cap 
10% floor

Annuity 
with cap and buffer 

12% cap 
10% buffer

S&P 500 Upside and Downside Par. Rates Cap and Floor Cap and Buffer

A cap is the maximum return that 
will be credited for a term.

Putting upside potential and downside protection into action

Over the previous 20-year period, the S&P 500® Index has seen its share of peaks and valleys. Using the 
assumed rates listed above, the chart below shows how each annuity and S&P 500 strategy would have 
worked at the market’s best (2013) and worst (2008).



Index Summit 6 
with upside & downside par. rates

Annuity
with cap and floor

Annuity
with cap and buffer 

S&P 500

Annualized 
Return

Account Value
Annualized 

Return
Account 

Value
Annualized 

Return
Account 

Value
Annualized 

Return
Account 

Value

Highest 18.20% $272,712 12.00% $197,382 12.00% $197,382 22.66% $340,579 

Lowest -0.28% $98,332 -2.27% $87,130 -3.37% $81,409 -3.33% $81,611

Average 6.97% $149,821 5.33% $136,557 5.50% $137,884 6.92% $149,401

Comparing growth and protection factors using historical performance 

Let’s take a closer look at these three registered index-linked annuities. The graphs below illustrate how 
each annuity would have performed over six-year periods ending on each market day between January 1, 
2000 and December 31, 2019, with observations beginning January 1, 1994. These graphs use the same 
assumptions listed on the previous page and assume initial purchase payments of $100,000.

Due to its unique combination of upside and downside participation rates, the 
Index Summit 6 can provide greater upside potential and downside protection 
than other registered index-linked annuities.

The best six-year period for the Index Summit 6 would have resulted in an 
account value of $272,712, while the greatest six-year account value for 
the other annuities would have been $197,382. 

The worst six-year period for the other annuities would have resulted 
in account values of $87,130 and $81,409, while the lowest six-year 
account value for the Index Summit 6 would have been $98,332.

High, Low & Average Account Values
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The Index Summit 6 can only be sold through a Broker/Dealer that is contracted with Great American Life Insurance Company. Any sales 
solicitation must be accompanied or preceded by a prospectus. To obtain a copy of the prospectus, please visit GAIGannuities.com. 

The S&P 500 Index is a product of S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC, or its affiliates (“SPDJI”), and has been licensed for use by Great American Life 
Insurance Company®. Standard & Poor’s®, S&P® and S&P 500® are registered trademarks of Standard & Poor’s Financial Services LLC; Dow Jones® 
is a registered trademark of Dow Jones Trademark Holdings LLC (“Dow Jones”); and these trademarks have been licensed for use by SPDJI and 
sublicensed for certain purposes by Great American Life. Great American Life’s products are not sponsored, endorsed, sold or promoted by SPDJI, 
Dow Jones, S&P, or their respective affiliates, and none of such parties makes any representation regarding the advisability of investing in such 
products nor do they have any liability for any errors, omissions, or interruptions of the S&P 500 Index.

Principal Underwriter/Distributor: Great American Advisors, Inc., member FINRA and an affiliate of Great American Life Insurance 
Company. Index Summit 6 is issued by Great American Life Insurance Company®, a member of Great American Insurance Group (Cincinnati, 
Ohio) under contract form number P1825218NW. Contract form numbers may vary by state. Not available in all states. © 2020 Great American Life 
Insurance Company. All rights reserved.

The examples in this piece are used for illustrative purposes only. Past performance does not guarantee future results. 

The S&P 500® values used in this piece are based on historical performance of the S&P 500 Index from January 1, 1994 to December 31, 2019, 
excluding dividends paid on the stocks included in the index. You cannot invest directly in an index. The annuity account values are based on 
hypothetical performance of S&P 500 strategies using the assumptions listed on page 2. This piece provides hypothetical performance information for 
periods starting on each market day. Actual terms for the Index Summit 6 begin only on the 6th and 20th of each month. 

For purposes of the examples on page 3, we assume $100,000 is allocated to an S&P 500 one-year point-to-point strategy. In the comparison, strategy 
values and returns are calculated using the same hypothetical caps, upside participation rates, floors, buffers and downside participation rates for 
each term. It is likely the cap or upside participation rate for an indexed strategy will vary from term to term. Historical caps and upside participation 
rates for the Index Summit 6, which was first offered in May 2019, are unavailable. Index Summit 6 strategies currently offer a downside participation 
rate of 50% each term. Future indexed strategies on the Index Summit 6 could offer different downside participation rates. 

The example assumes no withdrawals are taken from the annuity. Early withdrawal charges will apply if money is withdrawn during the early withdrawal 
charge period. Any withdrawal will reduce contract values. In addition, a withdrawal before the end of a term may have a positive or negative impact on 
the strategy value at the end of the term, which may be significant. 

A different set of assumptions would lead to different results, which could vary significantly from the strategy returns shown in this piece. Historical 
index values are not indicative of the gains and losses that may have been credited to an Index Summit 6 annuity during the same time period.
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Not FDIC or NCUSIF Insured No Bank or Credit Union Guarantee May Lose Value Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency Not a Deposit

 It pays to keep things simple.®


